e2% Radiant Hearts

Cast away all that is on earth, and attire the head of thy kingdom with the crown of
the remembrance of Thy Lord, the All-Glorious.
(Baha'u'llah, Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, p. 59)

Consort ye then with the followers of all religions, and proclaim ye the Cause of your
Lord, the Most Compassionate; this is the very crown of deeds, if ye be of them who
understand.

(Baha'u'llah, The Kitab-i-Agdas, p. 47)

O My Lord! O my Lord! | am a child of tender years. Nourish me from the breast of
Thy mercy, train me in the bosom of Thy love, educate me in the school of Thy
guidance and develop me under the shadow of Thy bounty. Deliver me from
darkness, make me a brilliant light; free me from unhappiness, make me a flower of
the rose garden; suffer me to become a servant of Thy threshold and confer upon
me the disposition and nature of the righteous; make me a cause of bounty to the
human world, and crown my head with the diadem of eternal life. Verily, Thou art the
Powerful, the Mighty, the Seer, the Hearer.

('Abdu'l-Baha, Baha'i Prayers, p. 36)

These children must be reared with infinite, loving care, and tenderly fostered in the
embraces of mercy, so that they may taste the spiritual honey-sweetness of God's
love; that they may become like unto candles shedding their beams across this
darksome world, and may clearly perceive what blazing crowns of glory the Most
Great Name, the Ancient Beauty, hath set on the brows of His beloved, what
bounties He hath bestowed on the hearts of those He holdeth dear, what a love He
hath cast into the breasts of humankind, and what treasures of friendship He hath
made to appear amongst all men.

(Abdu'l-Baha, Selections from the Writings of Abdu'l-Baha, p. 21)

From amongst all mankind hath He chosen you, and your eyes have been opened to
the light of guidance and your ears attuned to the music of the Company above; and
blessed by abounding grace, your hearts and souls have been born into new life.
Thank ye and praise ye God that the hand of infinite bestowals hath set upon your
heads this gem-studded crown, this crown whose lustrous jewels will forever flash
and sparkle down all the reaches of time. To thank Him for this, make ye a mighty
effort, and choose for yourselves a noble goal. Through the power of faith, obey ye
the teachings of God, and let all your actions conform to His laws.

(Abdu'l-Baha, Selections from the Writings of Abdu'l-Baha, p. 35)

The truth is that God has endowed man with virtues, powers and ideal faculties of
which nature is entirely bereft and by which man is elevated, distinguished and
superior. We must thank God for these bestowals, for these powers He has given us,
for this crown He has placed upon our heads.

(Abdu'l-Baha, Foundations of World Unity, p. 61)
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Thank ye the Lord, for He hath removed the covering from off your insight,
illuminated your eyes by witnessing the Sun of Truth, purified your souls, and hath
quickened your hearts through the holy fragrances which are being diffused from the
garden of the kingdom of His Great Glory!

O ye maid-servants of the Merciful! It is incumbent upon you to soar up with wings of
joy and happiness unto the apex of exultation and gladness; for He hath assigned
unto you the greatest guidance in the Day of Resurrection, and hath crowned you
with the diadem of glory and divine honor among the women of the whole world, and
hath chosen you above the queens of the world for his great bounty.

Verily, the crowns which are on the heads of the noble women -- the queens of the
world -- all their bases will be finally broken, their gems scattered away, their luster
removed and will become as dispersed dust. But your magnificent crowns are
everlastingly brilliant and permanently glorious and mighty and their gems
scintillating throughout cycles and ages.

This is the highest gift! This is the greatest bestowal! Thank ye your Lord for this
great bounty and favor! O ye maid-servants of the Merciful! Verily, your Lord, the
Supreme, is calling upon you from His Ancient Kingdom and announces unto you
such glad-tidings, whereat the hearts of the angels of heaven rejoice.

It is incumbent upon you to strip yourselves of every old garment (i. e., old beliefs
and past customs). It is incumbent upon you to be severed from this contemptible
earthly world. It is incumbent upon you (to seek after) the Kingdom, in this great Day!
Purify ye your hearts, sanctify your souls and cleanse your spirits; so that ye may
attain to this great success. Then ye will become the angels of heaven, will enter
among the Supreme Concourse and will permanently abide in the paradise of union
(with God), and will be associated with the Beauty of EI-ABHA.

(Abdu'l-Baha, Tablets of Abdu'l-Baha v1, p. 143)
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