
Inspirational Quotations 

 

O ye loving mothers, know ye that in God's sight, the best of all ways to worship Him is to educate 

the children and train them in all the perfections of humankind; and no nobler deed than this can be 

imagined.  

(Abdu'l-Baha, Selections from the Writings of Abdu'l-Baha, p. 138) 

 

Every day at first light, ye gather the Bahá'í children together and teach them the communes and 

prayers. This is a most praiseworthy act, and bringeth joy to the children's hearts: that they should, at 

every morn, turn their faces toward the Kingdom and make mention of the Lord and praise His 

Name, and in the sweetest of voices, chant and recite. 

(Abdu'l-Baha, Selections from the Writings of Abdu'l-Baha, p. 139) 

 

Teach ye your children the verses that have been divinely revealed, that they may recite them in most 

melodious voices. This is what hath been set down in His mighty Book.  

(Baha’u’llah, Compilations, The Compilation of Compilations vol. I, p. 250) 

 

As to thy question regarding the education of children: it behoveth thee to nurture them at the breast 

of the love of God, and urge them onward to the things of the spirit, that they may turn their faces 

unto God; that their ways may conform to the rules of good conduct and their character be second to 

none; that they make their own all the graces and praiseworthy qualities of humankind; acquire a 

sound knowledge of the various branches of learning, so that from the very beginning of life they 

may become spiritual beings, dwellers in the Kingdom, enamoured of the sweet breaths of holiness, 

and may receive an education religious, spiritual, and of the Heavenly Realm. Verily will I call upon 

God to grant them a happy outcome in this. 

 (Abdu'l-Baha, Selections from the Writings of Abdu'l-Baha, p. 141) 

 

O handmaid of God!... To the mothers must be given the divine Teachings and effective counsel, and 

they must be encouraged and made eager to train their children, for the mother is the first educator of 

the child. It is she who must, at the very beginning, suckle the newborn at the breast of God's Faith 

and God's Law, that divine love may enter into him even with his mother's milk, and be with him till 

his final breath. 

(Abdu'l-Baha, Selections from the Writings of Abdu'l-Baha, p. 138) 

 

So long as the mother faileth to train her children, and start them on a proper way of life, the training 

which they receive later on will not take its full effect…Thus will these young plants in the garden of 

God's love grow and flourish under the warmth of the Sun of Truth, the gentle spring winds of 

Heaven, and their mother's guiding hand. Thus, in the Abha Paradise, will each become a tree, 

bearing his clustered fruit, and each one, in this new and wondrous season, out of the bounties of the 

spring, will become possessed of all beauty and grace. 

 (Abdu'l-Baha, Selections from the Writings of Abdu'l-Baha, p. 138) 

 

Training in morals and good conduct is far more important than book learning. A child that is 

cleanly, agreeable, of good character, well-behaved -- even though he be ignorant -- is preferable to a 

child that is rude, unwashed, ill-natured, and yet becoming deeply versed in all the sciences and arts. 

The reason for this is that the child who conducts himself well, even though he be ignorant, is of 

benefit to others, while an ill-natured, ill-behaved child is corrupted and harmful to others, even 

though he be learned. If, however, the child be trained to be both learned and good, the result is light 

upon light. 

(Abdu'l-Baha, Selections from the Writings of Abdu'l-Baha, p. 135) 



Children are even as a branch that is fresh and green; they will grow up in whatever way ye train 

them. Take the utmost care to give them high ideals and goals, so that once they come of age, they 

will cast their beams like brilliant candles on the world, and will not be defiled by lusts and passions 

in the way of animals, heedless and unaware, but instead will set their hearts on achieving everlasting 

honour and acquiring all the excellences of humankind. 

 (Abdu'l-Baha, Selections from the Writings of Abdu'l-Baha, p. 135) 

 

These children are even as young plants, and teaching them the prayers is as letting the rain pour 

down upon them, that they may wax tender and fresh, and the soft breezes of the love of God may 

blow over them, making them to tremble with joy. 

(Abdu'l-Baha, Selections from the Writings of Abdu'l-Baha, p. 139) 

 

Thou didst ask as to the education of children. Those children who, sheltered by the Blessed Tree, 

have set foot upon the world, those who are cradled in the Faith and are nurtured at the breast of 

grace -- such must from the beginning receive spiritual training directly from their mothers. That is, 

the mother must continually call God to mind and make mention of Him, and tell of His greatness, 

and instill the fear of Him in the child, and rear the child gently, in the way of tenderness, and in 

extreme cleanliness. Thus from the very beginning of life every child will be refreshed by the gentle 

wafting of the love of God and will tremble with joy at the sweet scent of heavenly guidance. In this 

lieth the beginning of the process; it is the essential basis of all the rest. 

(Abdu’l-Baha, The Compilation of Compilations vol. I, p. 280) 

 

Among the greatest of all services that can possibly be rendered by man to Almighty God is the 

education and training of children, young plants of the Abha Paradise, so that these children, fostered 

by grace in the way of salvation, growing like pearls of divine bounty in the shell of education, will 

one day bejewel the crown of abiding glory. 

(Abdu'l-Baha, Selections from the Writings of Abdu'l-Baha, p. 133) 

 

I hope that thou wilt acquit thyself well in this most important of tasks, and successfully carry the 

day, and become an ensign of God's abounding grace; that these children, reared one and all in the 

holy Teachings, will develop natures like unto the sweet airs that blow across the gardens of the All-

Glorious, and will waft their fragrance around the world. 

 (Abdu'l-Baha, Selections from the Writings of Abdu'l-Baha, p. 133) 

 

Thou didst write as to the children: from the very beginning, the children must receive divine 

education and must continually be reminded to remember their God. Let the love of God pervade 

their inmost being, commingled with their mother's milk. 

(Abdu'l-Baha, Selections from the Writings, p. 127) 

 

The education and training of children is among the most meritorious acts of humankind and draweth 

down the grace and favour of the All-Merciful, for education is the indispensable foundation of all 

human excellence and alloweth man to work his way to the heights of abiding glory. If a child be 

trained from his infancy, he will, through the loving care of the Holy Gardener, drink in the crystal 

waters of the spirit and of knowledge, like a young tree amid the rilling brooks. And certainly he will 

gather to himself the bright rays of the Sun of Truth, and through its light and heat will grow ever 

fresh and fair in the garden of life. 

(Abdu'l-Baha, Selections from the Writings of Abdu'l-Baha, p. 129) 

 

 



Every child is potentially the light of the world -- and at the same time its darkness; wherefore must 

the question of education be accounted as of primary importance. From his infancy, the child must be 

nursed at the breast of God's love, and nurtured in the embrace of His knowledge, that he may radiate 

light, grow in spirituality, be filled with wisdom and learning, and take on the characteristics of the 

angelic host. 

(Abdu'l-Baha, Selections from the Writings of Abdu'l-Baha, p. 129) 

 

The instruction of these children is even as the work of a loving gardener who tendeth his young 

plants in the flowering fields of the All-Glorious. There is no doubt that it will yield the desired 

results; especially is this true of instruction as to Bahá'í obligations and Bahá'í conduct, for the little 

children must needs be made aware in their very heart and soul that 'Bahá'í' is not just a name but a 

truth.  

(Abdu'l-Baha, Selections from the Writings of Abdu'l-Baha, p. 142) 

 

Every child must be trained in the things of the spirit, so that he may embody all the virtues and 

become a source of glory to the Cause of God. Otherwise, the mere word 'Bahá'í', if it yield no fruit, 

will come to nothing.  Strive then to the best of thine ability to let these children know that a Bahá'í 

is one who embodieth all the perfections, that he must shine out like a lighted taper -- not be darkness 

upon darkness and yet bear the name 'Bahá'í'. 

 (Abdu'l-Baha, Selections from the Writings of Abdu'l-Baha, p. 142) 

 

My highest wish and desire is that ye who are my children may be educated according to the 

teachings of Bahá'u'lláh and may receive a Bahá'í training; that ye may each become a lighted candle 

in the world of humanity, may be devoted to the service of all mankind, may give up your rest and 

comfort, so that ye may become the cause of the tranquillity of the world of creation. 

 (Abdu'l-Baha, Selections from the Writings of Abdu'l-Baha, p. 141) 

 

You must attach the greatest importance to the education of children, for this is the foundation of the 

Law of God, and the bedrock of the edifice of His Faith. 

(Compilations, The Compilation of Compilations vol. I, p. 268) 

 

Educate the children in their infancy in such a way that they may become exceedingly kind and 

merciful to the animals. If an animal is sick they should endeavor to cure it; if it is hungry, they 

should feed it; if it is thirsty, they should satisfy its thirst; if it is tired, they should give it rest. 

 (Abdu'l-Baha, Baha'i World Faith - Abdu'l-Baha Section, p. 374) 

 

Blessed is that teacher who shall arise to instruct the children, and to guide the people into the 

pathways of God, the Bestower, the Well-Beloved. 

(Compilations, The Compilation of Compilations vol. I, p. 251) 

 

Blessed is that teacher who remaineth faithful to the Covenant of God, and occupieth himself with 

the education of children. For him hath the Supreme Pen inscribed that reward which is revealed in 

the Most Holy Book. Blessed, blessed is he! 

(From a Tablet - translated from the Persian) 

 


