Devotional for Families – Program # 1
I am a child of tender years. Nourish me from the breast of Thy mercy, train me in the bosom of Thy love,
educate me in the school of Thy guidance and develop me under the shadow of Thy bounty. Deliver me from
darkness, make me a brilliant light; free me from unhappiness, make me a flower of the rose garden; suffer me
to become a servant of Thy threshold and confer upon me the disposition and nature of the righteous; make
me a cause of bounty to the human world, and crown my head with the diadem of eternal life. Verily, Thou
art the Powerful, the Mighty, the Seer, the Hearer.
('Abdu'l-Bahá, Baha'i Prayers, p. 36)

My home is the home of peace. My home is the home of joy and delight. My home is the home of laughter
and exultation. Whosoever enters through the portals of this home, must go out with gladsome heart. This is
the home of light; whosoever enters here must become illumined...
(Abdu'l-Baha, from a Tablet published in "Star of the West", vol. 9, no. 3, 28 April 1918)

If love and agreement are manifest in a single family, that family will advance, become illumined and
spiritual...When love is realized and the ideal spiritual bonds unite the hearts of men, the whole human race
will be uplifted, the world will continually grow more spiritual and radiant and the happiness and tranquility
of mankind be immeasurably increased... All mankind will dwell together as one family, blend as the waves of
one sea, shine as stars of one firmament and appear as fruits of the same tree. This is the happiness and felicity
of humankind. This is the illumination of man, the eternal glory and everlasting life; this is the divine
bestowal.
(Abdu'l-Baha, The Promulgation of Universal Peace, p. 144)

Do you realize how much you should thank God for His blessings? If you should thank Him a thousand times
with each breath, it would not be sufficient because God has created and trained you. He has protected you
from every affliction and prepared every gift and bestowal. Consider what a kind Father He is. He bestows
His gift before you ask. We were not in the world of existence, but as soon as we were born, we found
everything prepared for our needs and comfort without question on our part. He has given us a kind father and
compassionate mother, provided for us two springs of salubrious milk, pure atmosphere, refreshing water,
gentle breezes and the sun shining above our heads. In brief, He has supplied all the necessities of life
although we did not ask for any of these great gifts. With pure mercy and bounty He has prepared this great
table. It is a mercy which precedes asking.
(Abdu'l-Baha, The Promulgation of Universal Peace, p. 187)

Glorified art Thou, O Lord my God! I give Thee thanks inasmuch as Thou hast called me into being in Thy
days, and infused into me Thy love and Thy knowledge. I beseech Thee, by Thy name whereby the goodly
pearls of Thy wisdom and Thine utterance were brought forth out of the treasuries of the hearts of such of Thy
servants as are nigh unto Thee, and through which the Daystar of Thy name, the Compassionate, hath shed its
radiance upon all that are in Thy heaven and on Thy earth, to supply me, by Thy grace and bounty, with Thy
wondrous and hidden bounties. These are the earliest days of my life, O my God, which Thou hast linked
with Thine own days. Now that Thou hast conferred upon me so great an honor, withhold not from me the
things Thou hast ordained for Thy chosen ones.
I am, O my God, but a tiny seed which Thou hast sown in the soil of Thy love, and caused to spring forth by
the hand of Thy bounty. This seed craveth, therefore, in its inmost being, for the waters of Thy mercy and the
living fountain of Thy grace. Send down upon it, from the heaven of Thy loving-kindness, that which will
enable it to flourish beneath Thy shadow and within the borders of Thy court. Thou art He Who watereth the
hearts of all that have recognized Thee from Thy plenteous stream and the fountain of Thy living waters.
Praised be God, the Lord of the worlds.
(Bahá'u'lláh, Baha'i Prayers, p. 148)

